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The Efforts of the Ministry of Higher Education and Saudi
Universities in Achieving Employability in the Labor Market

Prof. Abdullah A. Alothman, Prof. Mohammed M. Alhamid,
Dr. Abdulhaleem A. Mazi, and
Ministry of Higher Education, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT. The main objective of this paper is to shed some lights on the
efforts of the Ministry of Higher Education and Saudi universities on
expanding the institutions of tertiary education in accordance to the
development and labor market needs. The issue of the employability of
higher education graduates has become a very important issue during the last
few years. To show the outcomes of these efforts, statistical yearbooks of
higher education dated from 1416/1417 until 1423/1424 have been analyzed.

The main findings of this analysis are as follow:

1. 47- 54% of the number of enrollments during these years was in
education major.

2. The enrollments from 1417/1418 to 1423/1424 have increased by 240%
in natural science majors, 212% in medical majors, and 139% in
engineering majors. These majors are highly needed in the labor market.

3. The enrollments from 1417/1418 to 1422/1423 have declined by 101% in
humanity majors which are mainly the majors that are not employable in
the labor market.

4. The above findings apply also on the number of graduates from higher
education institutions.
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Academic Plans at State Universities of the Gulf States
Cooperation Council (the Psychology Departments as a Model);
the Problem and a proposed Solution.

Prof. Saleh Ibrahim AlSanie
Imam M. S. Islamic University.
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT. The paper aims at presenting academic plans at state universities

of the Gulf States Cooperation Council ( the Psychology Departments being a

Model), the reason being that these departments have failed in achieving their

set goals. In fact, a considerable number of students have graduated from

them but they lack in many aspects of their schooling and they faced serious
problems in finding jobs and job opportunities that suit their academic
training. One researcher says " we teach our students specializations and
subjects that have been around since the inception of Gulf States' universities.

Definitely, what is being taught at our universities now is considerably far

from answering the needs of the region. There are certainly new needs for our

region, and our universities must be sensitive to these needs and try to face
them in their academic plans, so that when students graduate they will be up
to these needs and their qualifications will be useful to the societies.

The proposed solution relies heavily on five points;

1) The Islamic vision, which ought to be adopted in any academic plan. This
vision is essential in academically preparing qualified graduates on
principles that enable them to be creative at large.

2) Minor specializations, the psychology departments must incorporate in
their plans what is known as major and minor specialties. The latter will
empower graduates with more than one specialization that shall help them
in their careers.

3) Periodic renewal, Every academic department should update its academic
plan at least every ten years. Necessary changes or modification that well
serve the society should be taken.

4) Academic decentralization, universities should reduce their centralized
administration so that academic department councils take full
responsibility especially over their academic plans. This cannot be
achieved if university administration has the final say regarding academic
affairs like academic plans.

5) Community service, practical curricula communities should be put
forward. At least three subjects, 3 credit hours each, for this objective
must be included in the academic plan.
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Parallel Education is a Necessity to Offer
an Equal Opportunity of Education.

Dr Samira H. Baroum
Educational Management @ Planning/ Higher Education
Home Economics College ,King Abdul Aziz University,
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT. The purpose of this study is to know what is the nature of
parallel education in king Abdul Aziz University, and assure its role to create
new educational methods, and the reasons to depend on this method.

The parallel education pertains to offer an equal opportunity of education.
What is the nature of the parallel education, its types, how much it is
suitable?.

The sample: members of faculty, students and people who work in the
management data were consulted by the questionair. The most important
results: the necessity of parallel education, the necessity of the relation
between the needs of the market and out puts.
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The Problem of Reconciliation between the University Academic
Requirement and Job Market Requirements
(Communication and Information Technology: Case Study)

Prof. Hisham Al-Rawi*, Dr. Khalid M. R. Ruwaihi**
*Department of computer engineering
**Dean, College of Information Technology
University of Bahrain, Bahrain
Al-Rawi@jitc.uob.bh , ruwaihi@jitc.uob.bh

ABSTRACT. It is always said that University graduates lack the skill and
knowledge required by job market. Academicians work with certain
academic standards; that some times isolate the university from the outside
world; and come up with knowledgeable graduates that are good in their
theoretical sciences yet lack the ability to compete in the job market; due to
mismatch between the job market skill requirements and knowledge and
skills gained during academic study. This paper tackles the problem of
reconciliation between the academic accreditation and the skill requirement
of the job market. The information technology is taken as an example. The
paper suggests a mutual corporation between different academic institutions
and the outside market companies to establish a joint venture “mediator
college” that is able to feed the job market with well trained and educated
professional personnel with different levels of skill and education, not limited
to the first university degree, but below that and above..
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The Technical Preparation of Students at
College of Sciences at KFUPM

Abdulaziz Alsoyan, Mhmood Nagadi,
Mustafah Hariry, and Hussen Bahloli
KFUPM, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT. The technical preparation of students at College of Sciences is
represented in several aspects. This preparation starts from the preparatory
year and since the joining of the students. In the preparatory year focus is on
English language, Math, Physics and Computer Sciences. The academic
curricula are developed and enhanced to help in the process of technical
preparation of students. The periodical revision of the programs, adoption of
the updated and well selected text books together with the providing of new
programs, teaching and offering of shared scientific courses between
different disciplines and enhancing of exams are the main aspects of
students’ preparation. Technical preparation of students includes the
development and update of the laboratory resources with the emphasis on
considering the laboratory activities as an essential part of the students’
teaching and training process. The availability of the advanced and
sophisticated instruments for research and graduate studies and the
accessibility to the facilities of Research Institute at KFUPM helped also in
the technical preparation of students. The utilization of educational media
such as the recent and suitable textbook, and the multimedia and the use of
the advanced software and amalgam those as part of the curricula, in addition
to the scientific films are considered among the most important factors for the
students' technical preparation. The use of computer in education and in some
lab. Experiments, communication technology, WebCT and the smart
classroom and e-mails all those facilitate the communication with students
and simplify the scientific subject. The technical preparation of students in
College of Sciences includes the well preparation of the discipline subjects
and the technical electives that support the main specialty. The well
preparation of those subjects will reflect in graduating a student who has the
thinking, analyzing and deducing capability in addition to his scientific
background. These processes will help in building the student personality and
produce an individual who is capable of creativity and development. In the
preparation of the curricula, issues like its response to the industry and job
market are considered. It should also build in student skills like
communication, scientific writing, and teamwork. The support courses focus
on enriching student background in English language and one computer
language. In addition, the student preparation includes also the physical
exercises. Technical preparation to the job market includes summer training
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program. This program is required for the degree completion and in the
program, the student spent eight weeks in a company or any institution that
deal with his specialty. The enhancement of relationship with industry and
companies help in receiving scholarship and support to students in some
disciplines. This will also helps in the preparation of students for the job
market. Part of the students' preparation is the social and educational
preparations. This is provided through the courses offered by the department
of Islamic and Arabic studies that prepare student ethically and religiously.
They also enhance students' Arabic language skills. The social sciences and
work ethics courses also prepare student in those important subjects. Since
the extracurricular activities also have a great role on the student preparation.
The College of Sciences provides all needed help and support to students'
scientific trips. Moreover, departments of College of Sciences participate in
career day and organize open days. Departments also appointed academic
advisor to follow up student degree plan. Community services such as short
courses, public scientific lectures and school visits are also one of the basic
supports that help in students' technical preparation.
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Creating an Equilibrium between Educational Qutputs and

Developmental Requirements

Dr. Wahid H.A. Hashem
Faculty of Economic and Administration, KAAU,
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT. The main aim of the research is to give an analytical holistic
overview of the development of graduate and post- graduate educational
policies in terms of meeting the national need for educated citizens through
maintaining educational diversity in the Saudi Universities . It is a national
need and a must since it reflects the major developmental goal of the
kingdom that only could be achieved through dedicating university education
for the sake of knowledge and human interests and then for the sake of jobs
and market needs of employment, but not the other way a round. Therefore,
the research concentrates on the importance of the contents of the education
diversified and intensified qualitative (not quantitative) curriculum as the
only national method and tool to create a strong and well deeply rooted
national identity, national awareness, and national sense of Nationhood and
citizenship. Also the research focuses on the main methods that could be used
empirically to modernize and reform the existing educational institutions as a
whole (or not in a macro- level perspective), not in part (or not in a micro-
level perceptions). There is a need to widen up the perceptions and visions of
those who are in the decision-making seats to look forward not only to a
limited present, because the future could only be secured by a national need,
if not urge, for citizens with a macro vision and macro perceptions that in
turn requires open mentality and diversified human awareness. Therefore, the
research attempts to identify and define the concepts of development and
growth and their role in achieving Holistic National Development. In relation
to that, the research attempts to review the major developmental models that
existed since the beginning of this century and their shortcomings and
negative effects on the development of educational outputs that reflects as
well as serves the needs of the educational inputs. There is a national need to
maximize educational outcomes rather than only limited educational
outcomes.
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The Demanded Abilities for Developing the Quality of Academic
Performance of Teaching Staffs in the Higher Education Institutions
for Facing the Challenges of Globalization

Dr. Ali N. Shatwy
Education Department, Faculty of Education, K. K. U.,
Abha, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT. Higher education institutions confront many local, regional and
international challenges which demand the development of the academic
performance of teaching staffs by taking a number of necessary procedures.
These procedures include : Finding proper and suitable chances for the
teaching staffs to develop their skills, raise the quality of their teaching
performance, enhance their research skills, receive suitable scientific services
of a higher quality, ensure the relevance of their academic programs to the
present and future demands and needs of the society . The highest leaderships
of the Gulf states acknowledged these challenges and had the will and desire
to confront ahem. This concern was very obvious in the directions imbedded
in the degree of the higher council of the Arab Gulf states of its 23" meeting
in 2002, which was inspired by the opinion document of H. R. H prince
Abdullah Ibn Abdulaziz, concerning the council's joint work marsh. This
document empathized these directions in a number of general phases. In the
higher education phase these directions put emphasis on a number of
development programs, one of it is teaching staffs development . Any one
who considers the status of continuous development and of the teaching
staffs at higher education institutions in the Arabian Gulf states in general
and in the K.S.A in particular, finds that there is a lack in the continuous
institutional planning of these fields. The work may limit itself sometimes to
conducting some short courses or giving some lectures which appear to be
weak in their scientific planning or organization according to a strategy
which takes the needs of academic performance development of the teaching
staffs into consideration. This happens in spite of the fact that we all know
that it is impossible for higher education programs to achieve total quality
without giving the teaching staffs the necessary care and interest because
he/she is the one who plans, prepares and implements the programs of higher
education institution. In the light of these points, the present research will
attempt to answer the following questions :

1) What are the starting points and the main directions of developing the

academic performance of the teaching staffs at the present stage ?.
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2) What are the demanded trans formation abilities which must be
empathized upon by the academic performance development of teaching
staffs in the higher education institutions in order to take puce with the
recent directions academic development ?.

3) What are the proper strategies which might participate in the realization
of academic quality of teaching staffs at higher education institutions ?.
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KFUPM Experience in Employment and Training Programs

Dr. Omar A. Al-Swailem
Asst. Dean for Educational Affairs
King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals,
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT. King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals (KFUPM) is a
leading institution in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that has continuously
provided highly qualified professionals in the fields of engineering, science,
and management. In this paper, several issues related to the experience of
KFUPM in contributing to the Saudi workforce and enhancing the
collaboration with business and industry in this regard are discussed. These
issues include: the role of training programs in developing the student’s
attitudes and capabilities and in shaping his future, the programs organized
by the University to orient the students and prepare them to the job market,
the programs conducted by the University for the employers in order to
recruit the graduates and train the students. KFUPM considers this activities
as an important part of its functionality and works periodically towards
improving and developing them based on input and feedback from the
partners in the industry and business.
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The National Plan of Sciences and Technology
and the Future of Higher Education

Khalid Aleissa
Head of The Training and Education Group,
The National Plan for Science and Technology,
Atomic Energy Research Institute,
King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
kaleissa@kacst.edu.sa

ABSTRACT. The role of higher education in implementing science and
technology on national level is considered a major milestone. The frame of
the national science and technology plan was already established and
promulgated. The plan is for 20 years and consists of four plans each is for
five years long. The training and education group- National Plan for Science
and Technology, has conducted a study of the current national status of
science and technology and comparison with other countries experience in
the field. Based on the results of this study, the national plan for science and
technology has recognized the role of higher education in implementation of
science and technology plan and proposed certain programs and projects for
enhancing the reliance on science and technology and development of human
resources in this field in order to elevate the development needs and increase
the national income revenues.
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